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The language of partnership

Foreign-language faculty and students embrace community engagement

B

BY JAN GILLIS ('07)

ilingual ability yields many benefits. Giuliana
Fazzion, head of JMU’s Department of Foreign Languages, Literatures and Cultures, says, “Bilingual
graduates have a competitive edge in the job market,
higher income potential and greater career opportunities. … Learning a foreign language improves multitasking
and decision-making abilities, increases brain acuity and has been
shown to slow the effects of aging.”
Less recognized, but equally significant to the local Harrisonburg-Rockingham community, are the benefits that accrue
as the department’s faculty and students invest their time and
energies in community engagement efforts. As they work to

enhance language abilities, provide interpretation and translation, and additional community services, they build understanding, increase social and cultural opportunities in local neighborhoods, forge new perspectives on the world we live in and create
a better home for all.
Madison magazine thanks JMU faculty members Diana Galaretta-Aima, Israa Alhassani, Nasser Alsaadun, Elizabeth Castro,
Giuliana Fazzion, Karina Kline-Gabel and Marianne Mason for
contributing information on their individual efforts and the work
of their students for this infographic. You can learn more about
JMU’s Department of Foreign Languages, Literatures and Cultures at j.mu/fl.
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Court Square

JMU faculty teach children
Arabic in after-school programs.
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Interfaith Peace
Camp, Eastern
Mennonite University,
1200 Park Road

The community gains highly
qualified people for jobs,
thanks to a network formed
by JMU faculty to provide
assistance to refugees by
helping professionals find
work in their field.

For almost a decade, JMU
faculty have supported the
annual weeklong Interfaith
Peace Camp, introducing
children ages 8-12 to different faiths. Kids from Jewish,
Muslim and Christian backgrounds share their religions
and heritage and build a sense
of community.
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Communitywide
locations
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Islamic Center, 1330
Country Club Road
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1039 Port Republic
Road
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Harrisonburg High
School
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Communitywide
locations

JMU students work as medical
interpreters in the community.

Through JMU’s MEDLIFE
Chapter, students and faculty work to provide quality
medical care to low-income
communities in Latin America.
Their fundraising event at
Jalapeno Southwest Grill provided funds for emergency
relief to communities in Peru
affected by floods.

A faculty mini-grant helped to
build understanding and forge
new relationships as JMU students and the youth group of
the Islamic Association came
together for activities, sports
and fun.

JMU faculty teach high-school
students—non-speakers as
well as heritage students—the
Arabic language and culture.
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Communitywide
locations including
1380 Sorrell Drive and
409 S. Main St.

JMU students trained in
translation interpret at parent-teacher conferences and
regional clinics and assist in
tax preparation at a volunteer
accounting clinic.
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Gus Bus stops
include numerous
locations in Harrisonburg
and Page County

Volunteering with the Gus
Bus gives JMU students the
chance to help Spanish-speaking children become more proficient in English while encouraging them to stay bilingual,
graduate from high school and
pursue higher education.
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JMU campus

The Madison Hispanic
Faculty Caucus advocates for
Latino issues in higher education. Faculty members mentor
students from JMU’s Latino Student Alliance and help educate
the campus on issues related to
Latin America and Latinos.
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JMU campus

Cultura y Communidad,
an annual two-day event
coordinated by a JMU faculty
member, brings the K-12 education community to Madison’s
campus to focus on pertinent
topics.
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Harrisonburg
schools

Thanks to the collaboration
between JMU and the local
K-12 education community,
Harrisonburg City Public
Schools provide Dual-Language Immersion programs.
Academic subjects are taught
in both English and Spanish
throughout the school day,
allowing students to maintain
their first language while
acquiring a second language.
JMU faculty, alumni and students play a significant role in
the success of these programs.
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